Riverbank erosion and its consequences in the Yukon River Basin
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Overview: Rivers and floodplains are particularly susceptible to a , Communlty Engggement: This project has been B Adaptlve Ca paCItY, Institutional

warmer climate due to permafrost thaw that can lead to accelerated erosion.
This erosion threatens critical infrastructure and disrupts community life. Here
we summarize objectives and early findings from a new NNA project to
understand riverbank erosion and its impact on contaminants including heavy
metals, such as mercury, along with carbon, nutrients and pathogens. In
tandem, we are working to understand regional adaptive capacity and how
actionable plans and policies can be used to meet local challenges presented
by riverbank erosion. The project involves a collaboration across the natural
and social sciences, the Yukon River Intertribal Watershed Council, and with

developed with support of the Beaver Village Council, the Huslia
Tribal Council, and the Alakanuk Traditional Council to enhance
their communities’ climate-change adaptive capacity. In
September, the project team hosted community meetings in
Huslia and Beaver to build community connections and to

Barriers, and Policy Priorities

Watershed communities are facing multiple stressors in addition
to riverbank erosion that include: a severe collapse in salmon
fisheries, water quality problems, housing shortages, and a lack of
opportunities for youth. The UAA team is focusing on the social

engage in discussion about their research objectives and - , , ,
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